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1/11/19 

Dromana Primary School Office Hours 

Monday to Friday 8.30 - 4pm 

Dates to Remember:  November /December 

Monday 4th November  

• Curriculum Day  

Tuesday 5th November  

• Melbourne Cup Day 



Friday 15th November 

• Maths Open Day 9.00am -10.40am 

Monday 18th Novembe  

• Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

Tuesday 19th November  

• Grade 6 Canberra Camp  

Wednesday 20th November 

• Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

• School Council 

Thursday 21st November 

• Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

Friday 22nd November  

• Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

Tuesday 26th November 

• Book Fair 8.15-8.45am / 3.30-4.30pm 

• Instrumental Concert 5pm - 6.30pm 

Wednesday 27th November 

•  Book Fair 8.15-8.45am / 3.30-4.30pm 

• Instrumental Concert 5pm - 6.30pm 

Thursday 28th November 

•  Book Fair 8.15-8.45am / 3.30-4.30pm 

•  P&F Meeting 2.30 - 3.30pm 

Friday 29th November 

•  Book Fair 8.15-8.45am / 3.30-4.30pm 

Thursday 5th December 

• Grade 3 Briars Camp 

Friday 6th December 

• Grade 3 Briars Camp 

Wednesday 11th December 



• Christmas Concert 

Thursday 12th December 

• Christmas Concert - Back up day 

Friday 13th December  

• Step Up 2.40 -3.25pm  

Tuesday 17th December 

• Year 6 Graduation 

Wednesday 18th December  

• School Council 

• Grade 6 Movie/Shopping Day 

Thursday 19th December  

• Grade 6 Sailing Day  

Friday 20th December  

• Final Day Term 4 - Children dismissed at 2.30pm  



Acting Principal's Report - Ms Tessa Higgins 

 

Thank you Mr Mesley  

As many of you are now aware, Mr Bruce Mesley retired as Principal of Dromana Primary School last 

Friday, effective immediately. Due to an ongoing health concern and its ongoing management Bruce was 

advised to step down from his role. It is with mixed emotion that I am now in the seat once filled by 

Bruce as the Acting Principal until the end of term one 2020.  

I am excited to continue in the footsteps of Bruce, but saddened by his sudden departure and the gap he 

will leave in the community that is Dromana Primary School.  Bruce leaves Dromana Primary School a 

much better place than he found it, with many programs, facilities and structures being credited to his 

leadership.  Bruce was instrumental in the set up of the Science and Aboriginal Studies program, Coding 

and Robotics program and the Marine Education Centre (Boat Shed), Indigenous Garden and recent 

Prep outdoor area re-design. 

Bruce was truly a community Principal, always looking out for and supporting the students, parents, 

staff and the local community of Dromana. There are many thousands of students and staff who have 

been positively impacted by Bruce over his 38 years in education, and 6 years as Principal of Dromana 

Primary School.  



We wish Bruce all the very best as he begins retirement.  

We invite you to join the Dromana Primary School staff and students in farewelling Bruce on Monday 

11th November at 9.15am for a whole school assembly on the front basketball court.  

 

1 - Farewell Assembly - Monday 11th November 9:15am 

Dogs in school  

If you have a child in prep, you may see Rollo the Leonberger puppy visiting throughout this term. Rollo 

is a therapy dog in training who is become accustomed to life in school.  

As a school, we support the addition of therapy dogs in classrooms, working alongside our students, 

with careful consideration taken for those students who may be anxious around dogs or suffer allergies 

to dogs.  

There is strong evidence to suggest that these highly trained animals can: 

• Assist in teaching empathy and appropriate interpersonal skills 

• Assist help individuals develop social skills 

• May be soothing for students exhibited signs of stress and anxiety 

As well as Rollo, we also continue will continue to see Milo the ‘Story Dog’ with his handler Andrea at 

our school on a weekly basis supporting specific children with their reading confidence. The premise 

behind the ‘Story Dog’ program is that when children read to dogs there is no judgement, and reading 

confidence is boosted. The students who read to Milo seem to thoroughly enjoy his visits. 

https://www.storydogs.org.au/about-us 

The ‘Dogs on School Premises’ Policy (will be sent out via Compass) outlines our processes and 

procedures regarding dogs in our classrooms and on our school grounds. Please note that Therapy and 

Assistance dogs are permitted with proof of training and with consideration of our school population, 

however it is the best interest of our whole community that pet dogs stay outside of our school grounds 

during the busiest times of day. We ask that families please leave their pet dogs at home during school 

hours (8.30 – 4.00) or safely keep them outside school grounds when attending our school or school 

events.  

https://www.storydogs.org.au/about-us


 

2 - Lorelei (PC), Kiana (PC) and Rollo (Therapy Dog in Training)  

Grade Placements  

Soon our staff will be meeting to begin the process of establishing classes for next year.  Teachers of the 

current and past year levels will work together to make the decision about where to place students. 

If you would like to request your child be placed in a class with a particular friend or friends, or a 

particular class based on educational requirements, please ensure that you make this request by 

November 14th.   

Requests must be made in writing (email or hard copy) outlining who you would like your child to be 

placed with and why. Requests can be addressed to Tess Higgins, Acting Principal. We will not always be 

able to accommodate class placement requests, but will endeavour to take your wishes into 

consideration where possible. Requests in relation to choice of teacher will not be considered as a 

placement factor. 



Assistant Principal's Report - Mr Nick Davern 

 

Make A Wish Foundation (Outstanding Result!) 

Congratulations to all students and families in supporting the Make A Wish Foundation Fundraiser last 

Friday. A special congratulations to Isabelle (4B) on organising the event which raised a total 

of $567.40 that will be banked and sent off to the Make A Wish Foundation on behalf of Dromana 

Primary School. (Pictured is Isabelle with her helpers; Caitlyn, Remi, Summer and the wonderful Ms 

Redden after counting the total donations.)  

 

3 - Caitlyn (4B), Remi (4B), Ms Redden, Summer (4B) and Isabelle (4B) counting the donations.  

Earrings For Sale (Royal Children's Hospital Fundraiser) 

An incredibly talented jeweler, Patience (4A), presented her idea to make and sell earrings in order to 

raise money for the Royal Children's Hospital last term to the Junior School Council. Patience's idea was 

planned out over the holidays and quickly turned into a store here at DPS during Wednesday and 

Thursday lunchtimes as well as after school.  

Patience has been incredibly busy making her earrings (made out of polymer clay) including a vast array 

of cool designs that have been very popular. Patience then applies a backing as well as a label before 

setting them up for sale outside the canteen.  

So far Patience has exceeded her goal of raising $200 for the hospital and has aimed even higher in 

hopes of reaching $300 before the end of next week.  

Congratulations Patience and well done on all your hard work!  



 

4 - Patience (4A) after selling out her first lot of earrings! 

 

5 - Mrs Lawson (DPS Business Manager) teaching Patience (4A), Claudia (4A) and Skylah (4A) accurate account keeping 
strategies.   



 

6 - The first amount of earnings being officially signed in by the girls to Mrs Way and Mrs Lawson at the front office 

Curriculum & Learning Across the School  

Changes Over Time (Foundation Unit of Study - Term 4) 

A terrific end to the Toys over Time section of this unit was celebrated with family members coming in 

to share some of the toys from their generation. There was much fun as well as learning happening as 

students played games from the past with family members. A big thank you to all families that were able 

to attend or even contribute to some of the displays for the afternoon.  

 

7 - Grade Prep 'Toys Over Time' Afternoon 

From Farm to Plate (Grade 1A, 1B, 1C & 1/2D Unit of Study - Term 4) 

All Grades have already visited Heronswood Garden on a 'Kitchen Garden' tour as part of their Farm to 

Plate unit this term. All grades jumped on board 'Norm' the bus to learn a bit about the plant life cycle 

and what foods could be grown locally.  

I Can Be Happy, Healthy and Safe (Grade 2 Unit of Study - Term 4) 

The focus for 2A, 2B and 2C this week and last week has been examining what makes us safe out in the 

community. Some of these areas within focus have included crossing the road and visiting the beach. 

Strengthening through Success, Challenge and Failure - (Grade 3 Unit of Study - Term 4) 



Social, physical and mental challenges have all assisted in helping the Grade 3 students to recognise and 

acknowledge the various emotions that we feel during different activities and situations. Defining ideas 

around success and failure have allowed students to recognise that you may not be successful in an 

activity (like being the winner) however there is an ability to have personal success.   

 

8 - Grade 3 students completing a 'social' challenge together 

Design Technologies - Reduce Single Use (Grade 4 Unit of Study - Term 4) 

The Grade 4 students have had some tremendous feedback regarding their manners and behaviour 

after their visit this week to Legoland (as part of their Design Technologies unit). On top of learning 

some of the design methods when in Legoland, students also used the opportunity to rate the many 

stores within Chadstone in terms of their overall sustainability in terms of the products they were 

selling. The Grade 4 students also had a visit from Miss Higgins who is a champion of reducing waste to 

the point that she only needs to put her bin out once every few months!  

Where are our 'happy' places in Dromana? (Grade 5 Unit of Study - Term 4) 

Finding happy places can be at times kind of subjective, however the grade 5 students are discovering 

that we can use the power of maths to assist in providing a general scale to inform others around our 

community of what might qualify as a 'Happy Place'.  

Over the past 2 weeks students have defined and experienced positive and negative stessors such as 

physical, social, intellectual, emotional as well as environmental stressors.   



 

9 - Science & Aboriginal Studies at the beach always seems to be a 'Happy Place' for our students.  

We have a voice...how are we heard? (Grade 6 Unit of Study - Term 4) 

The Campaign is on! Grade 6 students have moved out of local governing issues and have headed down 

the path of the State System through a mock political campaign.  

Students were placed in pretend political parties earlier this week within their grade and were asked to 

design a political campaign in order for students to vote for their political party. Students are incredibly 

engaged in the topic as they also unpack how the state system works (electorates) as well as the idea of 

democracy. Campaign flyers have been seen all over the school  however if you want to see some of the 

campaign tactics please visit the main hallway and who knows, you might like to vote for one of the 

parties.  

 

10 - The Grade 6 Campaign Board 

Ride-2-School 

Warm weather has seen Ride-2-School return with some great numbers attending the Wednesday 

morning rides. This week it was great also to see Miss O'Neil who joined the team for a ride on her super 

cool mountain bike.  



Ruby (3A) and Sophie (3C) were our lucky draw winners, both winning one of the brand new $50 bike 

lights.   

All riders are welcome and encouraged to meet the team opposite the BP on the border of Safety Beach 

and Dromana next Wednesday. 

 

11 - This week's Ride-2-School Team (Including Miss O'Neil!)  

 

12 - The bike skills game of 'Gladiator' played at lunchtime  

Minecraft (In real life!) 

There were a couple of students who were able to show resilience is such a fantastic way last Friday 

when we had 94 students attending our Minecraft club, which meant we had run out of machines for 

the sessions and couldn't fit any more people in. Oli (2C) and Beau (2C) both turned a negative into a 

positive and created a brilliant 'world' in the garden along McCulloch Street. Great effort boys! 

 

13 - Oli (2C) and Beau (2C) building their own 'Minecraft' world 

Artists at Work 

The Indigenous Garden at the front of school is just about fully completed in terms of the new mural of 

Bunjil the eagle flying over Dromana. The artists pictured are Ms Funston, Rianna (5/6D) and Mia (6A) 



who have been contributing to the artwork each Friday afternoon during our 'Connection Afternoon 

Activities'.  

The new plants in the garden have been establishing well over the past 6 weeks while the garden has 

had limited access and we are looking forward to using this space for our learning.  

 

14 - Ms Funston, Rianna (5/6D) and Mia (6A) completing parts of the mural 

2020 Booklists  

The 2020 Booklists were sent home to all parents and carers this week outlining the stationery 

requirements, subscription and activities required for the academic year.  

Please contact the office if you have any questions regarding the 2020 booklist for your child if you 

would like any further clarification around any of the items listed.  



Saver Plus 

 

Student Attendance Records To Be Updated 

Parents, if you could please check COMPASS to update your child/children's attendance records. We 

have noticed quite a few students who have unexplained absences, and by law these records need to be 

updated. Also, could parents please check all notifications on COMPASS for your child as there will be 

quite a few excursions in Term 4, and if you haven't given your child permission on Compass to attend 

these excursions they may miss out.  If you are unsure of how to do this, please contact the office for 

assistance. Thank you. 



Japanese 

 

Science / Aboriginal Studies at the beach 

 



 

 

 



After School Bus 

 

To the parents of students who catch the afternoon bus, 

If other afternoon transport arrangements have been made for your child and you do not wish them to 

catch the bus on a particular day, could you please notify the school ASAP so we do not hold the bus as 

we try to locate your child. 

Thank you for your understanding. 



Scholastic Book Club 

 

 

Scholastic Online Order  

https://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP


Canteen News 

 

 

Canteen On Line Ordering 

2nd Hand Uniform Shop 

 

https://myschoolconnect.com.au/app/?app=tuckshop


Our second hand uniform shop is now open every second Wednesday afternoon from 3.15pm . It is 

kindly run by one of our parents and is at the back of the Keith Allan Hall.  Grade 6 T-shirts: If you have a 

second hand Grade 6 t-shirt your child no longer requires, we would appreciate any donations to the 

school. 

DPS Breakfast Club 

 

Breakfast Club has now changed to Thursday mornings from 8am. Come along and enjoy an early start 

to your school day having a delicious breakfast prepared by the students and Mr Thomas. 



Camp Australia - Before and After School Care 

 

Welcome Back. 

  

Can you believe it, Term 4 has officially commenced! We look forward to celebrating the last quarter of 

2019 with you and your school community. We know this can be the busiest time of the year for many, 

so we want to make sure you know that we are always here to help make your life a little easier.  

  

What not to miss this term in OSHC  

From the 11th to 15th November we will be celebrating National Recycling Week. This week is all about 

creating awareness and teaching the children about sustainable living by bringing recycling to the 

forefront of their program. We will be encouraging children to explore the importance of recycling and 

how they can connect and contribute to the world through creative and fun activities.  



We don’t want your child to miss out on all the fun! So, we recommend making your bookings in 

advance. You can visit our friendly staff at your service to find out more information on what activities 

they have in store for National Recycling Week. 

  

Not yet Registered? Don’t worry, it’s never too late. Plus, it’s FREE to register. 

To attend our care, you must register your child pp.campaustralia.com.au/account/login. Remember, 

you may be entitled to receive the Australian Government Child Care Subsidy, visit www.mygov.com.au 

to find out more. 

  

More Program Details  

For more information about our program and fees at your school, visit our service and chat with our 

qualified Educators. Alternatively, you may visit our website at www.campaustralia.com.au or contact 

our friendly Customer Care Team on 1300 105 343 who are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week - 

except National Public Holidays.  

  

We look forward to seeing you and your family soon! 

Camp Australia 

http://www.mygov.com.au/
http://www.campaustralia.com.au/
https://www.campaustralia.com.au/


Beleza Uniform Shop 

 

ATTENTION ALL MOTORISTS 

 



ATTENTION ALL MOTORISTS 

A friendly reminder. 

When approaching the school crossing and the traffic ahead of you has stopped, PLEASE STOP at the 

stop line where the flag is. If you cannot get right through the crossing past the walk lines, do not 

proceed until everybody is off the crossing.  

Thank you 

Brian, Christine, Margaret 

 

15 - Lorelei (PC) and Kiarna (PC) pictured with Rollo (Therapy Dog in Training)  

Grade Placements  

Soon our staff will be meeting to begin the process of establishing classes for next year.  Teachers of the 

current and past year levels will work together to make the decision about where to place students. 

If you would like to request your child be placed in a class with a particular friend or friends, or a 

particular class based on educational requirements, please ensure that you make this request by 

November 14th.   

Requests must be made in writing, email or hard copy, outlining who you would like your child to be 

placed with and why. Requests can be addressed to Tess Higgins, Acting Principal. We will not always be 

able to accommodate class placement requests, but will endeavour to take your wishes into 



consideration where possible. Requests in relation to choice of teacher will not be considered as a 

placement factor. 

Our Community 

 



 



 



 



Contact Details 

 

Dromana Primary School 

McCulloch Street 

Dromana Vic 3936 

(03) 5987 2367 

Or visit our website Dromana Primary School 

http://dromanaps.vic.edu.au/

