
 

 Dromana Primary School - Issue #16 
Term 4 Newsletter. 
29/11/19 

Dromana Primary School Office Hours 

Monday to Friday 8.30am - 4pm 

Dates to Remember:  November /December 

 

Friday 29th November 

• Book Fair 8.15 - 8.45am  

• Step Up Session 2; 2.30 - 3.20 



Monday 2nd December  

•  Prep 2020 Transition  9.00 - 10.30am  

Wednesday 4th December  

• Gr 6 Bike Ed  

Thursday 5th December 

• Grade 3 Briar's Camp 

Friday 6th December 

• Grade 3 Briar's Camp 

• Step Up Session 3; 2.30 - 3.20 

Tuesday 10th December 

• State Wide Transition Day; Grade 6 students at Secondary college  

• Step Up final session; 9.15 - 10.30 

• Prep 2020 Transition 9- 10.30 

Wednesday 11th December 

• Christmas Concert  6-7.30pm 

Thursday 12th December 

• Christmas Concert - Back up day 

• Gr 6 Bike Hike 

Friday 13th December  

• Grade 5 Bike Hike 

Monday 16th December  

• Gr 6 Sailing Day 

• Gr 3,4,5 Swim Trials 

Tuesday 17th December 

• Year 6 Graduation 

Wednesday 18th December  

• School Council 

• Grade 6 Movie/Shopping Day 

Friday 20th December  



• Final Day Term 4  - Children dismissed at 2.30pm  

Acting Principal's Report - Ms Tess Higgins 

 

What an eventful few weeks we have had leading up to the end of term and the year. Last Friday our 

grade six students returned form a their Canberra Camp experience. From all accounts it was a fabulous 

trip. Thank you to Mr Simon Jones and all attending Dromana Staff who made the camp a possibility for 

our students. On Monday our grade two students went on a 'Big Day Out' to Manyung School Camp, I 

was fortunate to attend the excursion with the group, it was fabulous to see the students extending 

themselves and working outside of their comfort zone. On Tuesday and Wednesday evening our many 

students who learn an instrument performed at the instrumental concert. Thank you to Mr Matt Flynn 

for his organisation and hosting of the evenings. This week we have also seen our Bike Ed and step up 

programs continue.  

With three weeks to go for the year we are finalising class structures and grade lists for 2020. Attached 

to the Compass post regarding this newsletter is our grade formation policy. Grade placement requests 

from parent requests for 2020 school year have now closed.  



Our reporting and assessment for the 2020 has almost finished. Please note that our end of year 

academic reports will be available electronically only via Compass. If you require assistance using 

Compass or a printed copy of the report please contact the front office.  

Hat Donation! 

 

1 - New hat donations for Dromana Primary students.  

Our uniform supplier Beleza has very kindly donated a hat to every student in the school. The hats are 

a new variety, softer fabric and no chin toggle. The hats will be tested for size when students meet their 

new teacher on Tuesday 10th December.  If a specific hat size is not available, we will exchange ready 

fro the 2020 school year.  

Once we have confirmed student hat sizes, the new hats will be named at school and given to students 

on the first day of term 1 2020.  

On behalf of Dromana Primary school I'd like to thank Beleza for their very generous donation. We are 

very appreciative of Beleza's continued support of our Dromana Primary School community.  

Mobile phones in schools 

 

From Term 1, 2020 there will be a new mobile phone policy for all government schools. The policy 

means phones brought to school must be switched off and stored securely during the school day.The 

aim of this policy is to provide: 



• a safe environment to learn without inappropriate mobile phone use (including cyberbullying) or 

distractions 

• greater opportunities for social interaction and physical activity during recess and lunchtimes. 

The use of technology is important, but the risks and benefits from its use need to be managed. 

A summary of research articles is available below. 

Emergencies 

In emergencies, parents can contact their children through the school office. 

Exceptions 

A small number of exceptions will be made. These exceptions will only be available if a mobile phone is 

essential for a student in: 

• managing a health condition 

• classroom learning. 

Teachers can grant a classroom-based learning exception. Other exceptions are managed by the school 

principal. Your child’s school can give you more information about exceptions. 

Family support  

Talking about mobile phone use as a family is a great way to support safe and responsible technology 

use.The eSafety Commissioner has many resources for families: 

• 7 Tips for Managing Screen Time – tips and advice on how families can balance their time on and 

offline 

• Online Safety: A guide for parents and carers – guide to how to tackle the big online issues 

• Screen Smart Parent Tour –advice on social media, screen time, personal information, cyber-

bullying, stranger contact and inappropriate content. 

Important Dates for early 2020 

The following dates have been confirmed for the 2020 school year;  

• School begins for all students year 1 - 6 on Thursday January 30th, 2020 

• The first day for our prep students is Monday February 3rd, 2020. 

• Tuesday January 28th and Wednesday January 29th are student free days. The school will be 

open on these days, however they are student free days. 

• For those families collecting their booklist in person from school, Book Sale day is Tuesday 

January 21st, 10am - 2pm in the Stadium.  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/Mobile-phones-in-schools.aspx#research
https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://www.esafety.gov.au/-/media/cesc/parents/downloads/ec-esp-screen-time-tips-flyer.pdf
https://www.esafety.gov.au/-/media/cesc/parents/downloads/ec-esp-screen-time-tips-flyer.pdf
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/screen-smart-tour


Assistant Principal's Report - Mr Nick Davern 

 

Curriculum & Learning Across the School  

I had a rather reflective moment last week as I stood and looked out of the front office window whilst 

talking with Ms Redden (Administration Officer) and saw 90 Grade 5 students having a sensational time 

during their Bike Ed session. Also at the same time I noticed 'Norm - the bus' pull back in to the front of 

the school after dropping the morning's Science and Aboriginal studies group down to our Learning 

Centre at the beach. It also struck me at that very point in time that 80 other students were currently 8 

hours away in Canberra experiencing a wonderful camp.  

I am so proud of the opportunities and experiences our school is able to provide our students to support 

their learning and I thank parents and careers for keeping in touch via compass when providing 

permissions and payments during what is a busy period as we head closer to the end of the year.  

Assessments and Semester Reports 

This week as well as next week are formal assessment periods for the school as we start to prepare for 

our students' Semester Two reports for 2019. As mentioned during the end of Semester One, reports 

this Semester will be digitally published through Compass, allowing parents and careers to access 

academic reports whenever required. Should you wish to have a printed copy of your child's Semester 

Two reports, please come in to the office and speak with Mrs Way or any of the office staff . 

Changes Over Time (Foundation Unit of Study - Term 4) 

The Preps are moving into the future and this week the focus has been on questions such as; what might 

fashion look like in the future? How could fashion change in the future? And, what could clothes be 

made of in the future?  

Preps have also been investigating 'minibeasts' in our DPS Veggie Garden and have loved looking closely 

at their various features. (As Pictured)   



 

2 - Preps investigating 'Minibeasts' in Science & Aboriginal Studies 

From Farm to Plate (Grade 1A, 1B, 1C & 1/2D Unit of Study - Term 4) 

Since our last newsletter, it is great to be able to report that all grades have now completed their 

excursion to Mossy Willow Farm due to beautiful sunny weather. Students are now all in the midst of 

investigating some of the more sustainable packaging solutions in regards to 'From Farm to Plate' and a 

special thank you to parents that have been bringing in boxes and containers to assist in students 

designing and redesigning some of the transport methods when it comes to our produce.   

I Can Be Happy, Healthy and Safe (Grade 2 Unit of Study - Term 4) 

The Happy, Healthy and Safe unit of work had the perfect experience for our students on Monday as 

they all headed off to Camp Manyung for the day in Mt Eliza. Students completed challenging tasks and 

adventure activities as well as cooking sessions whilst learning the importance of looking out for 

themselves and others when in new environments. 

Congratulations to the Grade 2 team and Miss Borschmann for organising such a wonderful experience 

for the students.     



 

3 - Grade 2 'Big Day Out' 



 

4 - Grade 2 'Big Day Out' 



 

5 - Grade 2 'Big Day Out' 



 

6 - Grade 2 'Big Day Out' 



 

7 - Grade 2 'Big Day Out' 

Strengthening through Success, Challenge and Failure - (Grade 3 Unit of Study - Term 4) 

Progressing on from recognising their own emotions throughout different activities and challenges, over 

the past couple of weeks students have now experienced what it has been like to be a 'coach' and to 

what it is like to be 'coached'. It has been outstanding to see the high levels of respect the students have 

shown each other whilst giving and receiving feedback and strategies regarding their own emotions.  



 

8 - 3D Shapes in Grade 3.  

Design Technologies - Reduce Single Use (Grade 4 Unit of Study - Term 4) 

Special thanks to the 'Kings' (Greame and Cheryl King - Grandparents of Jayke 4B) for coming in to talk to 

all Grade 4 students this week about the processes and importance of composting. Students were 

shown the processes and how it works along with the sustainable benefits when it comes to designing 

systems that eliminate waste, especially when it comes to the end of life of a product.  

Students are now moving in towards designing their own process or strategy to reduce single use waste 

items.  

Where are our 'happy' places in Dromana? (Grade 5 Unit of Study - Term 4) 

Students have now collected all the data about the stressors in finding the 'Happy Places' within the 

school. Using this information, students have now been asked to design their ideal or 'Happy School' 

with sections of the school explaining the social, environmental, intellectual, emotional and physical 

stressors that exist in their designs of spaces.    

We have a voice...how are we heard? (Grade 6 Unit of Study - Term 4) 

Congratulations to all students and staff on an outstanding Grade 6 Canberra Camp last week. The 

behaviour of the students whilst partaking in such a strong curriculum based experience was excellent 

with great feedback received from many of the locations experienced by the students.  

The camp included visits and experiences at: 



• The Royal Australian Mint 

• CSIRO discovery centre 

• Museum of Australian Democracy 

• High Court of Australia 

• National Electoral Education Centre 

• Questacon interactive science centre 

• National Arboretum 

• National Capital Exhibition 

• Parliament House 

• Black Mountain Peninsula 

• Australian Institute of Sport 

• Embassy and Lodge district 

• Australian War Memorial 

• Mount Ainslie Lookout  

Special mention to our School Captains Will (6B) and Sophie (5/6D) who had the honour of representing 

our school by laying the wreath on behalf of Dromana Primary School at the Australian War Memorial.   

We would also like to acknowledge the Grade 6 Staff as well as supporting staff from Dromana Primary 

who took time away from their own lives and families in order to support such an experience for our 

students. A huge congratulations to Mr Jones on the organisation and coordination of the Grade 6 

Canberra Camp.  

 

9 - Will (6B) and Sophie (5/6D) laying the wreath at the Australian War Memorial.  



 

10 - Grade 6 at Parliament House  

 

11 - Grade 6 inside Parliament House 

 

12 - Grade 6 at the High Court of Australia  



 

13 - Grade 6 learning about the electoral process  

Bike Riding in Term 4 & Ride-2-School 

Bike Ed has been running across the school for the Grade 5 and 6 students over the past 2 weeks with all 

students not only improving their bike skills and knowledge, students have also been taught the 

importance of bike and road safety.   

This also means that our Wednesday Ride-2-School sessions as well as lunchtime bike ride sessions have 

also been very popular and fun with lots of people attending.  

A further reminder that our bike shed is locked from 9am - 3:30pm each day and any bikes left in the 

shed after 3:30pm are the responsibility of the owners. For students who are wishing to store their bike 

at school overnight, arrangements are to be made with classroom teachers or students / parents are 

able to come speak to me about how we could accommodate safe storage.  

Ride-2-School is on again this week opposite the BP on the border of Safety Beach and Dromana at 8am 

for a 8:10am departure. Keep up the great riding!  

 

14 - Ride-2-School Team (Wednesday 27th November) 



 

15 - Grade 5 Bike Ed 

 

16 - Lunchtime Bike Club - 'on the trail'  

Book Fair   

Thanks to all parents, carers and students who visited our Book Fair this week which was held up in the 

Stadium Foyer out the front of our Reading Centre. There were plenty of keen shoppers before and after 

school making crucial decisions regarding which title to purchase and it was great to see students 

engaged with the books on offer. 

Thanks to our English committee in assisting in the organisation of the Book Fair and setting up the 

displays each morning and afternoon with a percentage of sales being returned to the school.  



 

17 - Dromana Primary School 2019 Book Fair  

School Captain Speeches 2020 

On Tuesday, Round 2 of the 2020 School Captain Process was completed with candidates presenting 

their speeches to all Grade 3, Grade 4, Grade 5 and Grade 6 students in the hall. The students did a 

fantastic job presenting their speeches to a large audience who were then asked to vote for their 

preferred candidate. 

This week, the votes are being tallied up with the top 6 boys and top 6 girls progressing to the final stage 

of the process which is an interview with Miss Higgins, Mrs Wardlaw, Mr Davern and the current 2019 

School Captains.   

Congratulations to candidates and students on valuing the process and acknowledging the efforts from 

all on the day.  

 

18 - 2020 School Captain Speeches  

2020 Booklists  

The 2020 Booklists have been sent home to all parents and carers outlining the stationery requirements, 

subscription and activities required for the academic year.  

Please contact the office if you have any questions regarding the 2020 booklist for your child and if you 

would like any further clarification around any of the items listed.  



Acting Assistant Principal's Report - Mrs Sascha Wardlaw 

 



Finding the Positives 

 

Often at school we are working with children to find the positives in a situation. I’m sure you may have 

had days when your child comes home and in their tired, emotional state they tell you about a “sad” 

moment in their day and don’t tell you about all the positives. A parent, and friend, dropped in a book 

for me to have a look at and I’d like to take the opportunity to share some with you.  

We can always find things to be grateful for, it’s about our perspective and how we see things! Think 

about something which happened recently that did not go the way you wanted or planned. Now think of 

two positive things that came out of this situation. It’s not always easy but did you learn anything? Did 

something else happen as a result of this, which was positive? 



As a parent, it’s never easy to hear your child express negative thoughts or to see them with feelings like 

self-doubt, sadness, or anger. Unfortunately, science says it’s natural for people to dwell more on 

negative thoughts than on positive ones, and this can be even more true for children. This attitude can 

shape how a child sees themselves and the world around them. Please know there a no “bad” emotions. 

All thoughts and feelings are valid. Both positive and negative thoughts and emotions play a valuable 

role in how we process the world around us. For example, sadness can help us process difficult times, 

and we would have no moral compass if we never felt shame or guilt. On the other side, trying to be 

happy all the time alienates us from our emotions, which simply isn’t healthy either.  

There’s plenty we can do to help our children develop a positive attitude about themselves and their 

world. We can teach our children to accept negative emotions and process them in a healthy way. We 

can encourage positive thinking and positive affirmations. Research has shown positive thinking is 

important because it broadens your sense of possibility and opens your mind, allowing us to build new 

skills. It also makes children more resilient. By ‘practicing’ skills that foster positivity, people can learn to 

be more positive. Maintaining a positive attitude is a difficult task for adults, and it’s even more 

challenging for children. But our brains can be trained to be more positive as we engage in positive 

activities, and you can promote positivity with your child. Don’t pressure your child to get rid of negative 

thoughts altogether, but help them embrace positivity using a variety of activities: 

·         Give your child opportunities to volunteer and help others. 

·         Teach your child to appreciate small moments of beauty. 

·         Help your child set and achieve goals. 

·         Share positive experiences with your child, and model a positive attitude. 

·         Encourage your child to develop strengths and try new activities. 

·         Let your child come up with their own positive affirmations to recite. 

As your child engages in these activities, they’ll train their brain to be more positive and respond to 

emotions in a healthier manner. It will boost their confidence, resilience, and overall happiness, and 

they’ll gain a more positive outlook on the world around them. 

A useful video we have used in some classes to promote gratitude is from The Resilience Project – DIS 

Story by Hugh van Cuylenburg. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vH2ehTuLbwE 

I have also included a couple of photos from our Friday afternoon Step Up program. There were great 

activities going on around the school for the children to enjoy their 2020 year level. 

Sascha Wardlaw  

Acting Assistant Principal 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vH2ehTuLbwE


Saver Plus 

 

Mighty Merit Winners (Drawn at Monday Assemblies) 

 



Japanese 

 

Parent & Friends Meeting Dates 2020 

 



All parents are welcome to attend DPS Parent and Friend meetings. Come along for a coffee and chat 

and get to know other parents within our school community.   First Thursday of the month meetings 

held from 2:30pm 

  

(Where the first Thursday falls in school holidays, ie. April, July & October  

we will run a night time meeting on the third Thursday from 7:30pm) 

  

February, Thursday 6th 

March, Thursday 5th 

April, Thursday 16th (7:30pm) 

May, Thursday 7th 

June, Thursday 4th 

July, Thursday 16th (7:30pm) 

August, Thursday 6th 

September, Thursday 3rd 

October, Thursday 15th (7:30pm) 

November, Thursday 5th 

Mr Fav's New Book - Morphing Murphy 

 



 

After School Bus 

 

To the parents of students who catch the afternoon bus, 

If other afternoon transport arrangements have been made for your child and you do not wish them to 

catch the bus on a particular day, could you please notify the school ASAP so we do not hold the bus as 

we try to locate your child. 

Thank you for your understanding. 



Scholastic Book Club 

 

 

Scholastic Online Order  

https://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP


Canteen News 

 

 

Canteen On Line Ordering 

2nd Hand Uniform Shop 

 

https://myschoolconnect.com.au/app/?app=tuckshop


Our second hand uniform shop is now open every second Wednesday afternoon from 3.15pm . It is 

kindly run by one of our parents and is at the back of the Keith Allan Hall.  Grade 6 T-shirts: If you have a 

second hand Grade 6 t-shirt your child no longer requires, we would appreciate any donations to the 

school. 

DPS Breakfast Club 

 

Breakfast Club has now changed to Thursday mornings from 8am. Come along and enjoy an early start 

to your school day having a delicious breakfast prepared by the students and Mr Thomas. 



Camp Australia - Before and After School Care 

 

Congratulations to all Year 6 students. 

  

Hats off to you, Graduates! On behalf of your Outside School Hours Care Team, we want to give a 

huge congratulations to all the Year 6 students who will be graduating at the end of this term.  

You did it! 

  

Being a Year 6 student in Before and After School Care is very special. We want to say a big thank you for 

showing great leadership to the younger students in the Camp Australia family, we are proud to have 

been part of your primary years and watched you learn skills that you will have with you through life. 

  



We appreciate the time and trust you have shared with us. We will treasure every memory and lessons 

we learned and shared together.  

  

Whether you were a Camp Australia member or not, we wish all the Year 6 students all the best for their 

future and we are looking forward to welcoming our new Camp Australia family members in the new 

year!   

  

 If you have any questions at all about enrolling for 2020 please do not hesitate to contact our friendly 

Customer Care Team on 1300 105 343 who are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week - except National 

Public Holidays. Or visit our website at www.campaustralia.com.au 

  

Kind Regards,  

  

Camp Australia   

Camp Australia 

http://www.campaustralia.com.au/
https://www.campaustralia.com.au/


Beleza Uniform Shop 

 



 

ATTENTION ALL MOTORISTS 

 

ATTENTION ALL MOTORISTS 



A friendly reminder. 

When approaching the school crossing and the traffic ahead of you has stopped, PLEASE STOP at the 

stop line where the flag is. If you cannot get right through the crossing past the walk lines, do not 

proceed until everybody is off the crossing.  

Thank you 

Brian, Christine, Margaret 

Old Wooden Rulers 

 

If anyone has any old wooden rulers they don't need for next year, one of our school familes would like 

to collect them to use as pottery tools. Please drop them off at the school office. 



Our Community 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

Contact Details 

 

Dromana Primary School 

McCulloch Street 

Dromana Vic 3936 

(03) 5987 2367 

Or visit our website Dromana Primary School 

http://dromanaps.vic.edu.au/

